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figures for other parts of the Area, the expenditure on electricity
supply be excluded, it becomes about £8 zs. It is interesting to
notice that this was considerably less than the combined expenditure
—by county and borough councils together—in the borough of
Abingdon, which was about £9 $s.y and little more than that in
Woodstock (£8 is. 8i)-
In the 'rural' parts of the Area costs were naturally somewhat
lower. The Oxfordshire County Council spent rather more per head
of population than did that of Berkshire; this reverses the pre-war
position. There were considerable differences between the per capita
expenditures by the rural district councils, which ranged from just
under £i in Ploughley to about £i ys. inBullingdon. The combined
expenditure by county and rural district councils thus varied from
£7 3.r. in Bullingdon to £6 6s. in Abingdon. These were, however,
averages over the whole of each rural district. A rural district council
is for some purposes a federal agency for its component parishes; a
part of its expenditure is incurred to supply, in some parishes only,
particular services, such as sewerage, water-supply, and scavenging,,
which it finances usually by 'special' and 'additional' items of rates.
In some parishes, too, there will be some expenditure by the parish
council. True expenditure per head may thus be rather below the
average in purely agricultural villages, and considerably above it in
some of those which have become suburbanized. It would involve too
much labour to allocate these expenditures to each of the parishes in
the whole Survey Area; but this has been done in Table 48 for a few
of the extreme cases. It will be seen that the costs of local govern-
ment in some of the suburbanized villages were akeady very high in
1935-6, even though the process of providing them with urgently
needed urban services was hardly more than begun.
These costs per head may be compared, as a standard, with those
for the country as a whole. In all county boroughs the average
expenditure per head in 1934-5 (excluding that on electricity, gas,
transport, harbours, and airports) was about £9 14^.; so that the
comparable figure for Oxford City, £8 2S. 5^., was considerably
lower.1 In municipal boroughs die average combined cost was
about £8 is.—so that the figure for Abingdon was very much above
the national average; and in rural districts the national average was
£5 I5J-., which was, again, much less than that in any rural district
in the Survey Area, The difference here springs from die higher level
1 The national figure is, however, rather heavily weighted by the high costs in the
great towns. In the group of county boroughs with populations between 75*000 and
ioo>ooo, the average per capita expenditure on a comparable basis was £8 17^,

